
P R O F I L E
 A  m u l t i m e d i a  j o u r n a l i s t  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n
p h o t o g r a p h y ;  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  i n  g e n d e r ,  
c u l t u r e ,  l a b o r ,  h e a l t h ,  t r a v e l  a n d  c l i m a t e .  
C a p a b l e  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a n d
i n d e p e n d e n t  r e s e a r c h .

L A N G U A G E ( S )  P R O F I C I E N C Y  L E V E L :  
B e n g a l i  ( N a t i v e ) ,  E n g l i s h ,  H i n d i ,  U r d u ,
F r e n c h ( B e g i n n e r ) .

P O S I T I O N S  O F  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

P h o t o  D e s k  E d i t o r  -  U S C  A n n e n b e r g  M e d i a
C e n t e r  [ 2 0 2 5 ]
P h o t o g r a p h y  E d i t o r  -  T h e  L S R  C o l l e g e  

     M a g a z i n e  [ 2 0 1 8 - 1 9 ]
E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  M e m b e r  -  T h e  L S R  E n g l i s h
D e b a t i n g  S o c i e t y  [ 2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9 ]
M e d i a  H e a d  -  L S R  S t u d e n t s '  U n i o n  [ 2 0 1 8 - 1 9 ]
E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  M e m b e r  -  T h e  L S R  Q u i z
S o c i e t y  [ 2 0 1 7 - 1 9 ]

 

S I G N I F I C A N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S
P h o t o - e s s a y : ' A m i d s t  t h e  m y r i a d  

     f o r m s  o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  i n  K o l k a t a '  ( B e n g a l i )  -
      A l o n y a s h  M a g a z i n e .  ( p r i n t  o n l y )

F r e e d o m  o f  r i d i n g  s o l o  -  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c
T r a v e l l e r  I n d i a .
A n  a n t i q u e  r a d i o  s t o r e  s l i p p i n g  i n t o  o b l i v i o n  -

     T h e  T e l e g r a p h .
I n  R u m b a k ,  a  H i m a l a y a n  i d y l l  -  N a t i o n a l  

      G e o g r a p h i c  T r a v e l l e r  I n d i a .
T h e  S c e n i c  R o u t e  t o  T s o  M o r i r i  L a k e  ( p h o t o - e s s a y )
-  T r a v e l + L e i s u r e  A p r i l  2 0 2 3  p r i n t .
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e n s  o f  a  h u m b l e  H i m a c h a l i
f e s t i v a l -  H e r i t a g e  H i m a l a y a  m a g a z i n e ,  f u n d e d  

     b y  M i n i s t r y  o f  C u l t u r e ,  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a .  
      ( p r i n t  o n l y )

I n  M a t h o :  b r i n g i n g  T h a n g k a s  b a c k  t o  l i f e  -
P e o p l e ' s  A r c h i v e  o f  R u r a l  I n d i a ( P A R I ) .
R e c l a i m  t h e  n i g h t ,  w e  w a n t  j u s t i c e

     - T h e  T e l e g r a p h
A c r o s s  t h e  I n d o - M y a n m a r  b o r d e r  v i l l a g e  o f  t h e
K o n y a k  N a g a s ,  L o n g w a -  G e r m a n  C o n s u l a t e
G e n e r a l  s u p p o r t e d  i n i t i a t i v e  c a l l e d
‘ D o c u m e n t i n g  a n d  S a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  I n t a n g i b l e
C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  o f  N a g a l a n d ’ ,  e x h i b i t e d
p h o t o g r a p h s  a t  t h e  A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y ,  K o l k a t a .
I n  B o d h g a y a ,  B u d d h i s t s  g o  o n  h u n g e r  s t r i k e ,  

      d e m a n d  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  B o d h g a y a  T e m p l e  A c t  -
      T h e  W i r e .

 I n  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  H o m e b o u n d  f i l m m a k e r  N e e r a j
G h a y w a n  -  U S C  A n n e n b e r g  M e d i a

EDUCATION
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  ( U S C ) ,  
L O S  A N G E L E S ,  U S A  [ 2 0 2 5 - 2 6 ]
M a s t e r ’ s  i n  S p e c i a l i z e d  J o u r n a l i s m

J A D A V P U R  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  K O L K A T A  [ 2 0 1 9 - 2 1 ]
M A  H i s t o r y  -  F i r s t  D i v i s i o n

L A D Y  S H R I  R A M  C O L L E G E  F O R  W O M E N ,  
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  D E L H I  [ 2 0 1 6 - 1 9 ]
B A  ( H o n o u r s )  H i s t o r y ;  M i n o r  -  S o c i o l o g y  -  F i r s t  D i v i s i o n

S A L T  L A K E  S C H O O L  ( E . M . ) ,  K O L K A T A
I S C  B o a r d  E x a m i n a t i o n s   2 0 1 6  -  9 7 %  
D i s t r i c t  T o p p e r

WORK EXPERIENCE
FELLOW -  COVERING CLIMATE NOW (2026):  3-month fe l lowship
with  weekly  tra inings.  My pitch on errat ic  precipitat ion af fect ing
apricot  farmers  in  Himalayas  is  matched with  Dialogue Earth .  I
am working with  their  editors  currently  towards  publ icat ion.

RESEARCH ASSISTANT -  CENTER FOR CLIMATE JOURNALISM &
COMMUNICATION (2026):  Research about  c l imate  trends,  write
blogs,  manage documentat ion for  our  Director ,  A l l ison Agsten.  

RESEARCH ANALYST -  USC NORMAN LEAR CENTER (2025-26):
Coding and analyzing scr ipted entertainment  content.  

DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKER -  USC IMPACT & SPECTRUM NEWS 1
(2025-2026):  Created a  short  environmental  documentary  on the
Los  Angeles  River  t i t led ‘Concrete  v .  Vegetat ion’ .

PHOTO DESK EDITOR -  USC ANNENBERG MEDIA CENTER (2025-
26):  Assigned coverage dut ies  to  a  team of  60+ student
photographers.  I  approved photo-essay  pitches  f rom the student
body,  edited and publ ished them,  conducted workshops and f i led
nomination for  awards.  

MULTIMEDIA JOURNALIST -  USC ANNENBERG MEDIA CENTER
(2025-26):  Covered stor ies  for  dig ital ,  radio  and televis ion news,
contr ibut ing to  regular  byl ines.  Addit ional ly ,  managed the
teleprompter  for  the  weekly  evening show on Annenberg
Televis ion News (ATVN).  

INDEPENDENT JOURNALIST (2021-2025):  
Worked for :  National  Geographic  Traveller  India,  The Wire,
Travel+Leisure,  The Telegraph.  Invest igat ive  stor ies  for
People’s  Archive of  Rural  India(PARI)  which was c i ted by
platforms l ike  Nat ional  Herald  and South Asia  Commons.  Also,
voiceover  narration for  an archaeological  documentary  by
Himalayan Cultural  Her itage Foundation,  funded by  the Ministry
of  Culture,  Government  of  India.  

 CITIZEN HISTORIAN -  THE 1947 PARTITION ARCHIVE (2020):
Interviewing and histor ic iz ing  the 1947 Part i t ion survivors .  The
stor ies  are  archived at  The Stanford Univers ity  L ibrar ies .

PHOTOJOURNALIST-  DU EXPRESS (2017-2019):  
Covered academic,  pol i t ical ,  commercial  and cultural  events
across  Delhi .  

AVIDHA RAHA
avidharahaaaa@gmail.com/ araha@usc.edu
+1 213-675-4641/ +91 8583937267
DOB - 09.01.1998

https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/places/how-kumartulis-antique-radio-shop-is-slipping-into-oblivion/cid/1876575
https://thetravellerbong.wordpress.com/2023/06/21/national-geographic-traveller-india-in-rumbak-a-himalayan-idyll/
https://thetravellerbong.wordpress.com/2023/06/21/national-geographic-traveller-india-in-rumbak-a-himalayan-idyll/
https://thetravellerbong.wordpress.com/2023/06/21/national-geographic-traveller-india-in-rumbak-a-himalayan-idyll/
https://thetravellerbong.wordpress.com/2023/06/21/national-geographic-traveller-india-in-rumbak-a-himalayan-idyll/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/destinations/photographs-of-tso-moriri-ladakh/
https://ruralindiaonline.org/article/in-matho-bringing-thangkas-back-to-life
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/reclaim-the-night-baguihati-we-want-justice-we-will-not-be-satisfied-with-anything-else-other-than-real-justice/cid/2041125
https://nagalandlivingheritage.com/blog-details/14/Konyak/People
https://nagalandlivingheritage.com/blog-details/14/Konyak/People
https://thewire.in/politics/in-bodhgaya-buddhists-go-on-hunger-strike-demand-withdrawal-of-bodhgaya-temple-act
https://www.uscannenbergmedia.com/2025/12/27/understanding-y2k-nostalgia-through-atif-aslams-musical-influence-in-south-asia/
https://www.uscannenbergmedia.com/2025/12/27/understanding-y2k-nostalgia-through-atif-aslams-musical-influence-in-south-asia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFo8Le12YAc


  A W A R D S  &  R E C O G N I T I O N
   

2 0 2 6  G r e g o r y  Y u e n  Y e e  T r a i n i n g  G r a n t  -  
     A s i a n  A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l i s t s  A s s o c i a t i o n ( A A J A )

F i n a l i s t ,  L A  P r e s s  C l u b  A w a r d s  2 0 2 6  f o r  
      B e s t  A r t s  W r i t i n g / O 8  ( R e s u l t s  o n  J u n e  2 8 )

F i n a l i s t ,  L A  P r e s s  C l u b  A w a r d s  2 0 2 6  f o r
M u l t i m e d i a  P a c k a g e / B 5  ( R e s u l t s  o n  J u n e  2 8 )
A r t s  a n d  C l i m a t e  C o l l e c t i v e  G r a n t  b y  U S C
A n n e n b e r g  I n n o v a t i o n  L a b  [ 2 0 2 5 ]
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  S u p e r s t a r  A w a r d  b y  U S C
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  [ 2 0 2 5 ]
S e l d e n  R i n g  I n v e s t i g a t i v e  J o u r n a l i s m
F e l l o w s h i p  b y  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h e r n  

      C a l i f o r n i a  ( U S C ) .  [ 2 0 2 5 ]
F e a t u r e d  o n  T r a v e l X P  [ 2 0 2 5 ]
F e a t u r e d  o n  O u t l o o k  R e s p o n s i b l e  

      T r a v e l l e r  [ 2 0 2 5 ]
F e a t u r e d  o n  R o y a l  E n f i e l d  H i m a l a y a n  

      F e s t i v a l  [ 2 0 2 4 ]
P h o t o g r a p h s  e x h i b i t e d  a t  K o l k a t a  C e n t r e  

      f o r  C r e a t i v i t y ,  u n d e r  E m a m i  A r t .  [ 2 0 2 3 ]
W i n n e r  -  N i k o n  S t r e e t  P h o t o g r a p h y  

     C o m p e t i t i o n  [ 2 0 2 3 ]
P u b l i s h e d  i n  P r i n t  -  T r a v e l  +  L e i s u r e  [ 2 0 2 3 ]
F e a t u r e d  o n  G e t t y  I m a g e s  [ 2 0 2 3 ]
F e a t u r e d  o n  T h e  J o u r n a l  C o l l e c t i v e  [ 2 0 2 2 ]
W i n n e r ,  D a i l y  S h o t  -  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c
T r a v e l l e r  [ 2 0 2 2 ]
T o p  1 5  -  S o n y  B B C  E a r t h  P h o t o  C o n t e s t  

      [ 2 0 2 2 ]
F e a t u r e d  o n  T r i p o t o  [ 2 0 2 1 ]
H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n  a t  U n e x p o s e d  

      S o u t h a s i a  -  W o m e n  S t r e e t  P h o t o g r a p h e r s
       f r o m  S o u t h  A s i a .  [ 2 0 2 1 ]

P h o t o g r a p h s  e x h i b i t e d  a t  I n d i a n  C o u n c i l  
     f o r  C u l t u r a l  R e s e a r c h ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  E x t e r n a l  
      A f f a i r s  [ 2 0 2 1 ]

M u l t i p l e  f e a t u r e s  -  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c
T r a v e l l e r  I n d i a  [ 2 0 2 1 ]
2 0 2 0  C h o i c e  A w a r d  -  V i e w b u g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
P h o t o  C o m m u n i t y  [ 2 0 2 0 ]
W i n n e r ,  ' F r a m e d '  P h o t o g r a p h y  C o n t e s t  -  

     L a d y  H a r d i n g e  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  [ 2 0 1 9 ]
C h i r a s r e e  C h a k r a b o r t y  M e m o r i a l  A w a r d  f o r
W r i t i n g  i n  I n d i a n  L a n g u a g e s  -  L a d y  S h r i  

     R a m  C o l l e g e  f o r  W o m e n  ( L S R )  [ 2 0 1 8 ]
B e s t  S p e a k e r  -  S t .  S t e p h e n ' s  C o l l e g e

      a n n u a l  d e b a t e ,  D e l h i  [ 2 0 1 7 ]
B e s t  S p e a k e r ,  N e g o t i a t i o n  T a b l e  -  

      I I T  D e l h i  [ 2 0 1 6 ]
A n k u r  S a m m a n  A w a r d  f o r  A c a d e m i c  

     E x c e l l e n c e  -  C E S C  L i m i t e d  [ 2 0 1 6 ]
H i g h e s t  S c o r e r :  H i s t o r y  ( 1 0 0 )  &  

     S o c i o l o g y  ( 9 9 )  [ 2 0 1 6 ]
R a n k h o l d e r ’ s  P r i z e  -  S a l t  L a k e  S c h o o l

     [ 2 0 1 6 ]

INTERNSHIPS
RESEARCHER- CHILD IN NEED INSTITUTE (2018):  
Conducted surveys  around Kolkata  s lums to  research
chi ldren’s  health  and maternity  care.  

BUSINESS REPORTER -  THE TIMES OF INDIA (2017):
 Contr ibuted to  mult iple  byl ines  and interviews.  My art ic le
on GST made i t  to  the  f ront  page on June 28,2017.  

PHOTOGRAPHER -  DELHI  FOOD WALKS (2017):
Documented Old Delhi  food trai ls  and cul inary  histor ies .
 

SCHOLARSHIP,  TEACHING & WORKSHOPS  
 Randy Hagihara News Coaching  by  Asian American
Journal ists  Associat ion (AAJA)  [2025]
 Photography Educator  & Editor  -  Himalayan Cultural
Heritage Foundation.  [2023-24]  
 Conducted lectures  on Photojournalism at  Lady

       Shr i  Ram Col lege for  Women in  Delhi  Univers ity ,  as  a
       notable  alumna.  [2023]

Lecturer  -  Global  Nomad Summit-  Spoke on
sustainable  travel  pract ices  and giv ing back to  local
communit ies .  [2021]
 Oral  History Workshop with The Part i t ion Museum.
[2020]
 Bhikchandani  Scholarship -  Tata Trusts  for

       documenting stor ies  for  The 1947 Part i t ion Archive.
        [2019]

 Religion through Scriptures:  Online course  f rom
Harvard Univers ity .  [2019]
 Br idging the gap in  learning by  Teach for  India .  [2017]

VOLUNTEERING
ASIAN AMERICAN JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION (AAJA)  -
Student Volunteer  [2025]:  Logist ical  and technical
support  for  AAJA events  happening in  Los  Angeles.  

ZANSKAR BUDDHIST NUNNERY -  Teacher  [2023-2024]:
Lived in  the  remote Zanskar  Val ley  (4400m) of  the  upper
Himalayas  at  a  Buddhist  nunnery  with  20  nuns.  Taught
l i t t le  nuns f rom nearby v i l lages  Engl ish  language.

PARTITION MUSEUM, AMRITSAR -  Interviewer [2020]:
Interviewing Part i t ion witnesses  and their  famil ies  to  be
archived at  the  Museum.

COVID-19 HELPLINE INDIA -  Content  Writer  [2020]:
A pro bono healthcare  service  providing emotional  support
during the stressful  t ime of  Covid-19 induced lockdown.  I
have written  20+ publ ished blog posts  for  them.

SKILLS
Adobe Light room,  Adobe Premiere  Pro,  Front-end Coding,
Photojournal ism,  Documentar ies ,  Broadcast  Writ ing,  On-Air
trained,  Canva,  Teaching,  Research,  Text  &  Photo Edit ing.

https://lapressclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/SoCal-2026-Finalists-051126-0125.pdf
https://lapressclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/SoCal-2026-Finalists-051126-0125.pdf
https://www.artsclimatecollective.org/copy-of-fall-2024-projects
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